[A case of acute septic osteomyelitis onset due to Streptococcus dysgalactiae subsp. equisimilis in an elderly diabetic patient].
Group C streptococci are increasingly causing invasive infections such as that we report here. A 70-year-old man being treated for diabetes and seen at the emergency room for neck pain and fever was hospitalized for possible sepsis. His temperature was 39.8 degrees C, regular pulse 101 bpm, and pain reinforced in flexing and cervical rotation. Streptococcus dysgalactiae subsp. equisimilis (SDSE) was cultured from blood. Neck pain gradually decreased with of 2 million units PCG 6 times/day. Magnetic resonance imaging (MRI) of the cervical spine showed high-intensity areas in fat-suppression imaging at C7, Thl and intervertebral disks plus enhancement around the vertebral body, yielding a diagnosis of cervicothoracic vertebral osteomyelitis. Antimicrobial intravenous therapy continuede 6 weeks. The man was discharged after 45 days without relapse.